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In this Issue:
From The President...

e R D First of all may I wish all members and families a very
Happy & Prosperous Tamil New Year!

. , | am penning this note from sunny Australia!
Feaalfler QFuiS
The Newsletter is being published after a gap of more
than a year due to no one taking initiative to continue
the coordination and compilation of the Newsletter after
Midula left for University. We are thankful for Messrs VT
Sakthivel and K Thooyavan who have come forward to
continue this very important activity of the Association.
Information can be shared by many means and
Newsletter is one of the ways and it encourages
youngsters to contribute and be part of its production.
So, I hope some of our senior students will come
forward to understudy Messrs Sakthivel and Thooyavan
Forth coming events and in time to come to take over the publishing.
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Sports Day - 7t July In this NEWYEAR I would like to bring to the members an important message. When
half a dozen members (current) came to me in 2005 with the idea of a Tamil School,
I was enthusiastic and had a wider vision than just teaching children Tamil
Contact Us Language. Apart from giving an opportunity for our children to learn about our
culture and learn our music and fine arts, I envisaged it's a place for our community
to gather and exchange news and ideas and new comers to Swindon meet other
fellow Tamils. The Association is also a contact point for anyone moving to Swindon
for the first time to get information and help. To a larger extent this is being fulfilled.
The Association, as I imagined, would be a catalyst to unite all Tamils with a common
goal, is sadly, not being achieved, in my opinion. It's true that whatever differences
we have, we are resilient enough to come together, during major functions and
celebrations but there are elements within and outside the Association who would
like the Association to fold up and fail. Tamil Association is not a separate body from
you, it’s you and the members are the Tamil Association. If you want to see the
Association to grow and exist after another 10-15years then it is up to you, the
members, to overcome these sinister forces and unite everyone, so that the
Association will grow from strength to strength.

ramthia@hotmail.co.uk

I had the privilege of being your President from the inception till now and I am
proud. However, I cannot go on forever and I see already a number of senior




members taking responsibility and have the potential to run the Association. I hope
they will come forward to take over from me and take the Association to the next
level uniting all.

I hope you will take time to read this message and think it over and take action!
With Best Wishes
Ram Thiagarajah

President
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Translation:

Speak not a word which false thy own heart
knows

Self-kindled fire within the false one's spirit
glows.

Explanation:



Let not a man knowingly tell a lie; for after he
has told the lie, his mind will burn him (with the
memory of his guilt).
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Drawings by Shahanan (age 9)
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World of Languages by Harini Sakthivel (age 10)
Total Languages spoken on the planet: 6909 (living languages)

Seven oldest languages in the world that are still in use

Arabic Chinese Tamil Latin

SanskKrit Greek Hebrew




Top 20 languages by Population

Hello e Hola mospmmsen ayz | RANK| LANGUAGE [ POPULATION
S, ikt Penshendede il 1 | CHINESE 1197 million
Hei Salve Dia duit - 2 | SPANISH 399 million
Tere o Ol 'f/]_'g¥ 3 | ENGLISH 335 million
. HNURSI 4 | HINDI 260 million
ol NV i PaBCTBYMTe Sannu 5 | ARABIC 242 million
Fupt Qkq 6 | PORTUGUESE | 203 million
Merhaba Zhichid Bok czesc 7 | BENGALI 189 million
: Salam QA GIAI R 30“’ o
Chao Halls TELO0L GOLC Teshetungatao ‘t 8 | RUSSIAN 166 m!II!on
g *1 s EUT*IT - Hel 5 9 | JAPANESE 128 million
C1l, ) : elo end 10 | LAHNDA 88.7 million
Hello 3#®z=eire Hola nospst asem sz 11 | JAVANESE 84.3 million
I TKaabomag;au;‘t” Bonjour Kaixo 12 | GERMAN 78.1 million
Salve 13 | KOREAN 77.2 million
A] ltle > -
© i G, REF g [ulmtie et
ordle 3,upaBCTByMTe
Ola Sl Dingeit Bk 16 | MARATHI 71.8 MILLION
nhi Qtq -
m“WMerhaba ZhlchiE Bok oo 17 | TURKISH 70.9 million
6UTIISSHL0 — salam lo_ééMﬂ Eﬁui’ 18 | TAMIL 68.8m!II!on
chao Halld Sio” Telol ook 19 | VIETNAMESE | 67.8 million
B Hei EAAT sonjou <3065 HeIo wig Ola 20 | URDU 64 million

Kids view of STA 2018 by Andrew Rajanayagam (Age 11)

I’'m proud to be Tamil. This language is our identity,
our mother tongue. It's been formed earlier than you
imagine. Thanks to my parents’ explanations, I've
taken four whole years and am going through the fifth
year of studying Tamil. | find it very interesting and fun.
Other activities are fun as well. | have made a few
friends. | can also sing Tamil songs. | like taking part
in some cultural programs. | asked my sister if she
likes Tamil school and she said yes. Thank you Ram
Uncle for making Tamil School fun!




Forth coming events

Sports day 2018 —9AM, 7th July at County Ground , Swindon SN1 2ED

Newsletter prepared by: V T Sakthivel / Please send your review to Email:swindontamils@gmail.com




